ust 16: A

On August 16, Tampere’s Laikunlava bandshell hosted a magical evening for wind band enthusiasts. Three of Tampere’s
top bands, Puhallinorkesteri Mansetti, Partiolippukunta Tampereen Kotkien Puhallinorkesteri (Kotkat), and Tampereen
VPK Soittokunta, were featured as part of the 2022 Summer ‘Park Concert’ series, performing back-to-back between
1800-2100 on a sunny evening with temperatures between 24-29°C. An audience estimated at 600—700 enjoyed the
bands and the warm evening from the Laikunlava benches and adjoining shady hillside and G-Livelab terrace bar. Some
came only for one of the bands, but many, especially other musicians, enjoyed the entire three hours, as was evident by
the continuous, enthusiastic applause.

For 2022, August 16 was the only Laikunlava wind band event in the Park Concert series, instead of two or three as in
previous years. There had been over 260 applications to perform, and the city decided to diversify the program with more
first-time groups, choosing various pop, indie, country, metal, progressive, and other groups and leaving out several wind
bands which had performed in previous years. It also suggested that Tampere wind band musicians played in so many
groups that only three bands might already include most players; leaving out other wind bands would thus open more
program space and save money.

There was no evidence of this on August 16. Three of Mansetti's 26 performers did also play with VPK's 22, but no
Kotkat players were in Mansetti or VPK, or vice-versa (apart from Mansetti conductor Soila Takanen, who stepped in at
the last moment as the Kotkat tubist). There were 69 different musicians; only 3 playing in two bands.

The city’s definitions of different musical groups were also ‘flexible’. While there had been a Laikunlava ‘big band’
evening on 29 June, only one of the three groups, Torvikopla, was a true big band; the ‘Pirske Jazz Band’ and 7-person
‘Les Kytles’ who were partnered with them differed considerably. (Another true big band, The Swing Eagles, was putin a
smaller venue on a different date.) The city’s concert schedule had also classified Mansetti, Kotkat, VPK, Pirske,
Puistotornin Puhaltajat, Torvikoplat and The Swing Eagles as both ‘wind bands’ and ‘big bands’, as if the terms and
groups were all the same. Even the MM-Sextet (2 saxophones, 2 guitars, percussion & keyboard) was listed as both a
‘wind band’ and a ‘big band’.

While appreciating the city’s hosting of the Park Concert Series, as well as the principle of including newcomers,
Tampere’s wind band community hopes the 2023 Concert Schedule might have clearer definitions for different musical
groups, and that more of the dozens of outstanding local wind bands, with their hundreds of different musicians, will
again have a chance to perform at Laikunlava, as in past years.

The evening itself was outstanding. Mansetti, Kotkat, and VPK have different musical styles and personalities, but are
uniform in the high quality of their musicianship, and in their appreciation by the Tampere community.

Mansetti’s performance was the last in Tampere for Conductor Soila Takanen,
before she moved to Helsinki and the Sibelius Academy. Her final concert was
relaxed perfection, the playlist ranging from Jyrki Koskinen’s From Karelia With
Love through Leroy Anderson’s Serenata and Leonard Cohen’s Hallelujah (arr.
Michael Brown) to Riina Kylatie’s flute solo in Calvin Custer’s arrangement of
John Williams’ Theme From Schindler’s List and Risto Aarni’s flugelhorn solo in
Timo Forsstrom’s arrangement of Pekka Toivanen’s Second Life. After Aarni’s
solo, the respectful comment was heard from a small group seated nearby, “so
that’s how a flugelhorn should sound.” Musicans always learn from other
musicians.

Conductor Pekka Ahonen’s Kotkat playlist was more jazz-oriented, opening and
closing with a beautiful arrangement by Kotkat's Pertti Salminen of Henri Betti’'s
C’est Si Bon. Other Salminen arrangements of the evening included Seppo
Heikkild’s Salmentaan muistoja. Perhaps the highlights of the Kotkat segment,

though, were the solos by clarinet prodigy Samuel Ahonen, including his own Clarinet prodigy Samuel Ahonen,
version of Erroll Garner’s Misty, played together with his father. soloing under the direction of his
father, Pekka Ahonen.
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okunta, conducted by ‘Grand Old Man’ Matti Prepula. D, .l'

Conductor Matti Prepula’s VVPK playlist featured guest vocalist Markku Huhtala for Agustin Lara’s Granada, joined by
Outi Kuopio for Prepula’s arrangement of The Three Suns’ Twilight Time. VPK finished with Peter Ludwig’s lively
Feuerwehr-Galopp, and a reminder that the band would return to Laikunlava next April as part of the 150~ Anniversary of
Tampere’s Volunteer Fire Department (VPK). Prepula regretted he could not promise the April weather would be as warm
and sunny.

Band players always learn from the performances of other bands, and support their own when they play in other groups.
While Tampere’s Medisiinariorkesteri Sivuaani was not part of the 2022 concert series, many in our 24-strong band had
come to hear our five players who are in VPK, four in Mansetti, and one in Kotkat, and hear Kotkat play Sivuaani
trumpetist Seppo Heikkila’s Salmentaan muistoja, which is naturally also in our repertory. Naturally as well, we wanted to
hear if Kotkat played it differently than we did!

Warm summer evenings and wind band music are made for each other. We hope the magical evening of 16 August will
be repeated in the 2023 Park Concerts, this time with more Laikunlava dates and more bands!

Text and photos: John D. Hopkins
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Finnish Summary

16. elokuuta Tampereen Laikunlavalla kuultiin maaginen ilta, jossa Puhallinorkesteri Mansetti, Partiolippukunta
Tampereen Kotkien Puhallinorkesteri ja Tampereen VPK Soittokunta olivat osa kesan 2022 Puistokonserttisarjaa.
Orkesterit esiintyivat perakkain klo 18.00—-21.00. lita oli aurinkoinen, Iampétila 24-29°C ja yleis64a oli yli 600.

Vuonna 2022 tama 16. elokuuta oli Puistokonserttisarjan ainoa puhallinorkesteri-ilta, aiempien vuosien kahden tai
kolmen illan sijaan. Esiintymishakemuksia oli tullut yli 260, ja kaupunki oli monipuolistanut ohjelmaa monilla
ensikertalaisryhmilla jattden pois useita aiempina vuosina esiintyneita puhallinorkestereita. Tata oli osittain perusteltu
silla, etta "puhallinorkesterin muusikot Tampereella soittavat niin monessa eri yhtyeessa, etta esim. kolmessa bandissa
saattoi olla jo suurin osa paikallisista soittajista.”

Tasta tiistai-illassa ei ollut todisteita. Mansetin 26 esiintyjasta kolme soitti myds VPK:n 22:n kanssa, mutta Mansetissa tai
VPK:ssa tai painvastoin ei ollut yhtadan Kotkalaista (lukuun ottamatta Mansetin kapellimestari Soila Takasta, joka astui
viime hetkella Kotkien tuubistiksi).

Kaupungin maaritelmat eri musiikkiryhmista olivat myos "joustavia", kun isommat puhallinorkesterit kuten Mansetti,
Kotkat ja VPK luokiteltiin yhdessa pienempien puhallinryhmien, big bandien, jazz-yhtyeen, ja jopa saksofonien, kitaroiden
ja lydbmasoittimien sekstetin kanssa nimilla 'puhallinorkesterit', 'big bandit', ja 'soittokunnat’ ikdan kuin nama termit ja
aivan erityyppiset ryhmat olisivat kaikki samaa.

Tampereen puhallinorkesteriyhdistys arvostaa kaupungin Puistokonserttisarjan isanndintia ja periaatetta, etta uusia
tulokkaita otetaan mukaan, mutta toivoo, ettd vuoden 2023 konserttiohjelma olisi selkedmpi maaritelmissaan eri
musiikkiryhmista ja erityisesti, etta useampi loistavista paikallisista puhallinorkestereista satoine eri kokoonpanoineen
saisi jalleen mahdollisuuden esiintya Laikunlavalla kuten aiempina vuosina.

Jokaisella kolmella bandilla oli erinomainen ohjelmisto, ja ne tarjosivat todella hienoja musiikillisia hetkia. Kapellimestari
Soila Takaselle Mansetin esitys oli viimeinen Tampereella ennen muuttoa Helsinkiin ja Sibelius-Akatemiaan. Kotkat
esiintyi kapellimestarinsa Pekka Ahosen johdolla solistinaan nuori klarinettitaituri Samuel Ahonen, joka soitti mm. oman
versionsa Erroll Garnerin Mistystd yhdessa isansa kanssa. Kapellimestari Matti Prepulan soittolistalla oli myos
vieraileva laulaja Markku Huhtala sekd VPK:n oma Outi Kuopio duettona sekd monta Prepulan omaa erityissovitusta.

Puhallinorkesterin soittajat oppivat aina muiden bandien esityksista ja tukevat oman bandinsa soittajia myos heidan
soittaessa muissa kokoonpanoissa. Yleisossa oli paljon muusikoita, jotka kuuntelivat, nauttivat ja oppivat.

Lampimat kesaillat ja puhallinorkesterimusiikki ovat kuin luotuja toisilleen. Toivottavasti 16. elokuuta taianomainen ilta
toistuu vuoden 2023 Puistokonserteissa, silloin siis lisda Laikunlavalle puhallinorkesteri-iltoja ja lisda bandeja!

(Maritta and John Hopkins)

August 16: A Magical Wind Band Evening at Laikunlava
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